
Beyond – Young Enterprise Scheme

Who runs the activity?

Mr Thomson who is Head of German runs the 
activity with Mr James from Abingdon School.

The students are also supported by business 
advisors who share their experience and time on 
a voluntary basis and provide the students with 
keen insight into the world of work and business.

What’s on offer?

Young Enterprise is an educational charity founded 
by Sir Walter Salomon in 1963 to provide practical 
business experience for young people. The young 
people involved gain a real understanding of how 
business works and have the chance to develop and 
display a variety of skills and abilities. The scheme is 
open to Year 10 and Lower Sixth.

Students form private limited companies 
incorporated and underwritten by the YE 
organisation. They raise money to do this by selling 
shares in the company and appointing a board of 
directors. The group has to work together as a team, 
each making their own contribution. The company is 
launched in September and wound up in June and 
should hopefully have made a profit from which the 
shareholders are repaid with a dividend on their 
investment. Teams also enter local and national 
competitions during the course of the year. 

What do students say?

“Working with the team has been a lot of fun and we 
have worked out how to solve our problems together. 
The business can really be whatever we want it to be 
enabling us to create a business that we can be proud of.”

“I am thoroughly enjoying the thrilling and sometimes 
stressful process of creating a business. There are a  
range of different roles you can take, and there is a  
place for everyone, it’s such a great opportunity we  
have been given!”

“Throughout the process I have acquired many 
transferable skills that I believe will be very useful  
for me in the future.”

A recent survey of adults, who had taken part in  
YE at school, concluded that Young Enterprise had 
contributed to their skill development more than  
any other work experience or extracurricular  
activities at school.

Recent highlights

St Helen’s is a leading Young Enterprise 
school in the county with a strong 
record of success in terms of both 
company financial performance and in 
county and area competitions.

Awards have included:

• National Award for the best use  
of information technology.

• Several winning companies at  
are A-levels

• Oxfordshire County winners.

• Multiple County Awards for best 
company report; trade stand; 

business plan; most environmentally 
aware, best manufacturing company 
and best public relations.

• Highly Commended for  
customer service, presented  
by MP Anneliese Dodds.

Find out more about YE:

• National site:  
www.young-enterprise.org.uk/

• Oxfordshire site  
www.yeoxfordshire.org.uk 


